


THE RICH BOY AND THE POOR BOY

There were two boys named John and Tom. They sometimes

played together in the big field of their village.

John’s father was a rich man. He had only one child, but he lived

in a big house with many servants.

Tom’s father was a poor workman with a large family. Their home

was a small house, and they did all the work themselves.

The two boys were not happy. John was not happy because he
had no hrothers and sisters. Tom was unhappy because he had to help his

mother and do girls’ work.

One day the boys’ fathers came to gether and talked about their
sons. They agreed to let the boys change places. So Tom went to live in the

rich man’s house, and John came to stay in the poor man’s house.

Were the boys happy now? Of course not. Tom did not like to live
by himself and be his teacher’s only pupil. He wanted to be back in his own

home with his brothers and sisters.

In the end the boys were glad to change places again and live in

their own homes.
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THE MAN WHO HAD TWO WIVES

There was once a man who had two wives. One of them old and

the other was young.

The man himself was not young. His hair was black, but he had a

few white hairs too.

The wife who was young wanted her husband to look young. So

when she found a hair which was white, she pulled it out.

The wife who was old did not want har husband to look young. So

she began to pull out all the hairs which were black.

In the end the poor man had no hairs that were white or black, for

in time he had no hair at all.
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MINE OR YOURS

Tow men were walking along a road. They saw an axe. One of

them took the axe and said: “This is mine. | sw it first.”

“Don’t say mine,” said the other; “say ours. We found it together,

so it is not only yours.”

“yes, it is only mine,” said the first man; and he took the axe with

him. They walked on.

Suddenly they heard a shout, and some men ran up to them.
“That is not yours,” said on of them, as he pointed to the axe. “You took it,

and now you must come with us.”

“l know it is not our axe,” cried the man with the axe, “but we did

not take it from anyone; we found it on the road.”

“Why do you say we found it?” asked his friend. “You said before
that it was your axe and not mine, and now you say that we found it. | had
nothing to do with the axe before, and | shall have nothing to do with it

»

now.
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JOSEPH THE DREAMER

The Holy Book tells us many stories about past times. One of the
stories which it tells is about the family of a man called jacob, who had four

wives and twelve son.

The son whom jacob loved best was joseph, who was the second
youngest. Jacob loved him best because he was the first son of the wife
whom he loved most. The other brothers did not like joseph, because he used
to tell stories about them to their father. They began even to hate him when

their father gave him a coat of many colours as a present.

One night joseph had a dream which he told to his brothers next
day. He said, “I dreamt last night that we were all in the field together. We
were cutting corn. Then each of us tied his corn. When we finished, my corn

stood up straight, but your corn bent down to mine.”

“What does this dream which you tell us mean?” they asked.
“Does it mean that we shall bend down to you as to a king?” The answer
which joseph gave them made them very angry, and they hated him even

more than before.

Joseph had another dream. This time his father was among the
people to whom he told his dream. “I dreamed,” he said, “that the sun, the

moon and the stars were bending down to me.”



This time even jacob, who loved joseph, was angry. The brothers,
who did not love joseph at all, only hated him more than before. From that

time they began to call him “Joseph the Dreamer.”
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